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Out of the covid crisis a new 
Nationwide Alliance has risen to 
represent Catteries and Kennels

Advice sought from House of Commons speaker, 
Sir Lindsay Hoyle

 
 



The Government is facing increasing pressure from cattery and kennel 
owners to recognise the industry as being directly linked to tourism 
following the horrific impact of covid. Some have closed and many are 
facing ruin, as they have not been entitled to the main cash support 
grants available from Whitehall. 

Now, a new nationwide alliance has been created, which is already 
lobbying parliament following the advice from House of Commons 
Speaker, Sir Lindsay Hoyle.

Britain is undoubtedly a nation of animal lovers, with pet owners often 
treating their non-human friends as members of the family. According to 
an online survey conducted in 2021, it was estimated that 12 million 
dogs and 12 million cats were living in UK homes.

90% of pet owners board their pets in kennels or catteries when they go 
on holiday. The South West has the highest levels of cat ownership, 
while the North East and Wales have by far the highest number of dog 
owners. Boarding kennels are “boarding establishments” as defined by 
the Animal Boarding Establishments Act 1963, meaning ‘secure, 
licensed accomodation’ for your much loved pet.

Amid a surge in animal thefts during the Covid pandemic, a new offence 
of pet abduction will soon be introduced through primary legislation, and 
will cover all pet theft, although evidence found 70% of reported animal 
thefts involve dogs. Experts and campaigners have said research has 
shown a 170% increase in reported pet thefts between 2019 and 2020, 
but that only 1% of dog theft crimes had led to a prosecution. This 
information confirms the necessity of licensed animal boarding 
establishments in the UK.

Dog kennels and catteries are licensed by the Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs, but the businesses are not classed as 
agriculture. Now, the owner of an Oswaldtwistle cattery has revealed 
how government rules on coronavirus grants, which incredulously 
categorize him with town criers, shoe polishers and burlesque dancers, 
have made it difficult to survive the Covid-19 pandemic.

Craig Dodding is now campaigning for a rule change so animal boarding 
establishments, including catteries and dog kennels are recognised as 



tourism, entitled to the correct support and have the correct 
representation under the UK Alliance of Catteries and Kennels."We've 
fallen into this gap and we don't fit into any category, so no-one wants to 
give us support. The challenging situation we have all faced from covid 
has just highlighted the many issues we face within this industry, hence 
we have commenced the Alliance to finally have a voice" he said.

Mr Dodding who runs the Rhoden Manor Cattery, believes the 
businesses should be classed as part of the hospitality and tourism 
sector and entitled to the Local Restrictions Support Grant, (LRSG) as 
95% of its clients are holiday makers seeking care for their pets while 
away from home.

Father-of-three Mr Dodding has now founded the UK Alliance of 
Catteries and Kennels to lobby the government. He said: "We have been 
luckier than many animal boarding establishments. We did get a 
payment of £10,000 when the pandemic started last year, and have 
received other discretionary payments totalling £10,000, but some 
catteries and kennels have received absolutely nothing. The worst hit 
being Cornwall, as their council has shockingly given no financial 
support to our industry at all ”

"If we had been classed by the government as a hospitality or tourism 
business, which we should be as most of our clients are pet owners 
going on holiday, we would have been entitled to £35,000 - £45,000 in 
LRSG covering 80 percent of our lost income. Instead we have been 
lumped in with town criers. I love our town criers, but it doesn’t make 
sense. It has been incredibly difficult for us, and at times we have been 
down to just two cats staying with us, instead of the usual 40."

The newly formed UK Alliance of Catteries and Kennels is now creating 
a powerful nationwide network of animal boarding establishments. It has 
already helped many kennels and cattery owners receive discretionary 
local council grants, has an expanding range of discounted affiliates for 
members, and is now keen to keep up and increase the pressure on the 
UK Government, to properly support an industry which is genuinely 
suffering, and facing further problems to try and simply survive.
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Website: www.ukallianceofcatteriesandkennels.co.uk 
Phone: 0800 772 3989

                           Craig with dog Mocha in front of Rhoden Manor Cattery'

    


